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measurements were carried out on a Cary 5 and PU8730 UV/VIS spectrophotometer. Optical rotations were measured on an AA-10 automatic polarimeter at a wavelength of 589.3 nm. TLC was performed on silica gel coated Merck 60 silica plates and column chromatography carried out with 230-240 mesh Merck 60 silica gel. All chemicals were of the best grade commercially available and were used without purification. Solvents were purified according to standard procedures; dry solvents were obtained according to literature methods and stored over molecular sieves.
General procedure for the preparation of oxalamide -diesters 1b-5b
To a cooled (-10 o C) solution of H-A aa -B aa -OMe 1 -5 (1.1 mmol) in dry CH 2 Cl 2 (30 mL) and TEA (2.1 mmol), a solution of oxalyl chloride (0.5 mmol) in CH 2 Cl 2 (10 mL) was added. The mixture was stirred at 0 o C for 30 min and then overnight at room temperature. The reaction mixture was then washed successively with 5 % HCl, 5 % NaHCO 3 and water. The organic layer was dried (Na 2 SO 4 ) and the solvent evaporated under reduced pressure. [4] ; Following the general procedure the title compound was obtained starting from (S,S)-Leu-Leu-OMe. The product was purified by preparative (CH  ), 40.9 and 40.5 (CH 2 () ), 24.5 and 24.4 (CH  ), 22.6, 22.34, 22.29, 22.0, 21.8 and 21.7 (CH 3 () ); IR S3 (KBr):  = 3400 br (NH), 3315 br and 3270 (NH), 1750 (COOMe), 1659 and 1652 (amide I), 1540 and 1518 (amide II) cm −1 .
(S,S)-N,N'-Oxalyl-bis(leucyl-leucine methyl ester) (1b)
(S,R)-N,N'-Oxalyl-bis(leucyl-leucine methyl ester) 1b and (R,S)-N,N'-Oxalyl-bis(leucyl-leucine methyl ester) 1b were prepared starting from (S,R)-and (R,S)-Leu-Leu-OMe, repectively following the same procedure described above. H 7.17, N 8.66; found C 59.25, H 6.88, N 8.77 . 
(S,S)-N,N'-

General procedure for the preparation of oxalamide -dicarboxylic acids 1a-5a
A solution of diester 1a-5a (1 mmol) in 1 M LiOH (3 mL), MeOH (7 mL) and CH 2 Cl 2 (2 mL) was stirred for 17 h at room temperature. The reaction mixture was adjusted to pH 7 with 1 M HC1 and the most of the solvent evaporated in vacuo. Water (4 mL) was added and the mixture acidified (pH 2.5) with 1 M HCl. The precipitate was filtered off, washed with H 2 O and dried in vacuo. 
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General procedure for the preparation of oxalamide -diamides 1c -5c
A solution of diester 1b-5b (1 mmol) in conc. NH 3 /MeOH (50 mL) was kept for 7 days at 7 138.5, 137.7, 128.3, 128.1, 127.8, 127.4, 126.9 and 126.7 (C arom 
